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Sapcote Parish Council 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Sapcote Parish Council 

held via Zoom at 7.30pm, on Thursday 2nd July 2020 
 
Present:    Mr V Howell (Chairman) 

Mr P Atkinson, Mrs D Brannan, Mrs A Davies, Mrs J Keeber, 
Mr E Morgan, Mr N Sahota, Mr N Tyack, Mr P Taylor  

County and District Councillors:  Cllr I Hewson, Cllr M Wright (both left at 7.45pm) 
Clerk:      Mrs J Blackburn 
Members of the Public:    0 members of the public 
 
 
87/20  Apologies for Absence:  Mr R Towers (unable to access) 
 
88/20 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 

Interests declared:  
Mrs Davies – as her daughter is employed in the cemetery 
Mr Howell - as a trustee of Sapcote Community Library and a trustee of Sapcote Alms 
Houses.  
Mrs Keeber - as a member of the Sapcote Bloom Group.  
Mr Taylor – as part owner of an area of Granitethorpe Quarry 

 
89/20 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 4th June 2020 

RESOLVED that, the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 4th 
June, a copy of which had been circulated to each member, be accepted as a true record of 
the meeting.  

 
90/20 Public Participation 
 
91/20 Information Update 

Adoption of roads on David Wilson Homes estate.   DWH is waiting for Severn Trent Water 
to inspect drainage/sewers (delayed due to Covid19).  Once done DWH will complete any 
remedial works and then can apply for road adoption.  Estimate is 3-6 months. 

 
92/20 Reports from County Councillors/District Councillors 

Maggie Wright, County Councillor: LCC July 2020 Report 

Applications for primary school places now open 
Parents with children due to start at primary schools in Leicestershire in September 2021 
can now apply for places at their preferred schools. Parents have until Friday 15 January 
2021 to submit their applications. There is no automatic entry system for any school in the 
county, so parents should also ensure they exercise their right to apply for three school 
preferences and are aware of the closing date. More information about schools in 
Leicestershire and the application process can be found on LCC school admissions page. 
For advice on preferred schools and information around virtual open days, parents should 
contact the individual school directly. 

 
Changes to childcare funding eligibility during the pandemic 
Working parents of 3 and 4-year-olds are encouraged to apply now for 30 hours funded 
childcare for the autumn term. Parents and carers should be aware that changes have been 
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made to the eligibility criteria for tax-free childcare and 30 hours free childcare during the 
coronavirus pandemic. You may still be able to claim if you are on furlough, not able to work 
or are working less, are self-employed or are a critical worker. The application deadline is 
31st August 2020. 
For further help with individual applications please contact HMRC on 0300 123 4097 
 
Digital celebration of Armed Forces Day 
Leicester and Leicestershire marked Armed Forces Day on Saturday 27th 2020 with a digital 
celebration. The annual occasion is usually celebrated with parades, services of thanksgiving 
and community events. This year due to the Covid-19 pandemic celebrations have moved 
online. The result is the creation of a new website packed full of content paying tribute to 
our armed forces, including video messages, footage and images of past parades, a spotlight 
on the veterans who raised the Armed Forces Day Flag in previous years and information 
from local armed forces units.  
The digital celebrations of Armed Forces Day 2020 can be found at 
www.leicestershire.gov.uk/armed-forces-day 

 
Council joins partners to improve homes heating 
The County Council is working with E.ON and Age UK to help people across Leicestershire 
improve their heating. The work involves the installation of 500 first-time gas central heating 
systems in eligible residents’ homes. The Leicestershire project follows a successful funding 
bid by the County Council to the Warm Homes Fund. The Warms Homes Service is available 
all year round and eligible residents may also be able to receive free insulation, benefit from 
free energy efficiency advice and support on how to better manage their income from Age 
UK Leicester Shire and Rutland. Residents must meet certain criteria to be eligible – but they 
do not have to be an E. ON customer to benefit.  
As the Covid-19 restrictions reduce. E.ON are proceeding with surveying and system 
installation while working safely to Government guidelines on social distancing. 
For Warm Homes advice, or to register interest in Warm Homes Fund offer, contact FIRST 
CONTACT PLUS on 0116 305 4286 or see the Warm Homes Fund Website. 

 
Cabinet Report 23 June 2020 – Recovery Plans 
Boosting the economy and supporting communities is at the centre of plans to help 
Leicestershire recover from the coronavirus pandemic. Financial stability, tackling climate 
change and making the most of digital are also a key part of the blueprint setting out 
Leicestershire County Council’s approach. The draft recovery strategy sets out the council’s 
top-line approach – more details will be included in departmental and service plans. The 
report shows that the Council has received £28M in Government coronavirus funding – 
leaving a £28M gap for this financial year. For more details. The meeting can be viewed on 
the LCC website.      

 
Business Rate Pool Fund 
The County Council have been awarded £8.7m under the Business Rate Pool Fund. The 
County Council projects benefiting from the fund include:-  
£750K to provide grants up to £10k to businesses in the County to assist their recovery from 
COVID – 19. 
£3.75m for Desford Crossroads – plans include building a roundabout to reduce congestion 
and to improve journey times on the A47 and B582 
£100k to support superfast Leicestershire broadband projects.    

 
 

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/armed-forces-day
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Iain Hewson, Blaby District Council: July 2020 Report 

Volunteers Thank You 
Last week should have been our fourth Annual Community Volunteer Week. 

 
Since its launch in 2017, it has been such a success that it became a whole fortnight for 
Council staff, Members and local businesses to make a difference in their community, 
helping out at voluntary groups. 
The current situation meant this years’ was not possible. However, with the incredible work 
taking place in all villages to support people during the COVID-19 pandemic, we have 
produced a "Thank You Video" featuring Members, one of our MPs and the Chief Constable, 
showing our appreciation for the wonderful work that goes on all year round. 
Watch the Thank You Video on YouTube. 

 
Jobs and Vacancies 
There are some fantastic opportunities at Blaby District Council and the local area for those 
who are looking for a job or new challenge. 

 
Here at the Council we have three vacancies: 

• Environmental Health Team Assistant 

• Envirocrime Technical Officer 

• Depot Maintenance Operative (P/T - 15 hours per week) 
Visit our Jobs page for more information and to apply online 

 
There are also 50 vacancies at The Company Shop, located at their new site near Scudamore 
Road. You can visit the Leicester Employment Hub website for more information on the 
roles, including Sales Assistants and Warehouse Operatives. 

  
Test and Trace Scam 
You may have seen the news about scammers posing as NHS contact tracers. Please remain 
alert as bogus callers are requesting money to cover the cost of coronavirus testing kits. 

 
Bin Collections and Hot Weather 
A huge thank you for all of those who have made the effort to leave your bins out by 6:30am 
to help our crews, who have started their work earlier to avoid the extra hot midday/early 
afternoon heat. Your support over the pandemic to our crews has been incredible, and we 
appreciate all you do for them. 

 
We will make every effort to let you know across the summer if we're starting earlier, to 
make sure you get plenty of warning. Keep a lookout in your inbox! 

 
Garden Waste Collections 
We now have more than 22,700 subscribers in the district signed up to receive the Garden 
Waste service. We are pleased to say that this figure exceeds the number of households 
who subscribed to garden waste before the service changes.  Residents can sign up 
throughout the year and on average we are still receiving 60 subscribers a day. 
 
Residents are being reminded that unless there is a sticker presented on the bin, it will not 
be collected on collection day. All stickers aim to be delivered within 10 working days. If the 
sticker doesn’t arrive within the timescale residents are able to report this to us through an 
online form. 

 

https://blaby.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e14d20362ed3822be5be4ef96&id=12395b1472&e=3e039d739d
https://blaby.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e14d20362ed3822be5be4ef96&id=620d61b230&e=17fcb76429
https://blaby.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e14d20362ed3822be5be4ef96&id=f5a4f9169e&e=17fcb76429
x-apple-data-detectors://1/
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We have experienced delays but we are delighted to say that direct debit as a payment 
method is now live. 

 
The new sticker-based subscription system in place has made it fairer for all paying residents 
and has so far been successful.  Anyone in the district can sign up to receive Garden Waste 
collections at www.blaby.gov.uk/garden. 

 
Fly tipping 
The Environmental Health and District Cleansing teams have been extremely busy with 
flytipping reports throughout the district, including 45 reports last week alone. Both teams 
are doing everything they can to investigate for evidence and clear up flytipping. 

 
Our main target in communications to residents has been to remind them of their 
responsibility when using a waste carrier, to make sure there are licensed with the 
Environment Agency. We will issue fines if evidence in the flytip can be traced back to source 
and they have failed in their duty of care to ensure it has been taken away by a legitimate 
waste carrier. 

 
Reports of flytipping can be made at www.blaby.gov.uk/flytipping. 

 
Discretionary Grants Scheme 
Following the Council's allocation of £532,000, the Revenues team are in the final stages of 
developing a local Discretionary Grants Scheme, including an online form being created for 
to collect the required applications and supporting information from businesses. The 
application process will open shortly. 

 
The scheme will support small businesses not eligible for any of the government ’s Covid 
related schemes including the Small Business or Retail, Leisure and Hospitality Funds. 

 
The priority target group for the funding will be: 

• Small businesses in a shared office or workspace 

• Regular market traders 

• Bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Properties occupied by a charity  

• Businesses considered to be important to the local economy  
 

Businesses will need to evidence: 

• A significant fall in income due to the Coronavirus crisis (bank statements, accounts) 

• Relatively high ongoing fixed property related costs (proof rent and liability) 

• Other supporting evidence (proof of the business, marketing materials) 

• There will be other criteria that the Council will use when deciding eligibility. 
 

Updates will be available in our newsletters, on social media and on 
www.blaby.gov.uk/business-grants. 

 
93/20 Policies for Adoption 
 Resolved to adopt the Code of Conduct. 

The council were also reminded about the current consultation on a new code of conduct. 
  
 
 

http://www.blaby.gov.uk/garden
https://blaby.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e14d20362ed3822be5be4ef96&id=d37eb8ffe9&e=3e039d739d
http://www.blaby.gov.uk/business-grants
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94/20 GDPR  
RESOLVED for all Members to be provided with a dedicated parish council email address 
provided by 2Commune at a cost of £35 per mailbox annually. 

 
95/20 Correspondence  

Emails previously sent to members: 
Blaby District Council:   Planning applications 
Blaby District Council:  Covid 19 updates 
Leicestershire County Council: Upcoming roadworks 
Leicestershire County Council: Covid 19 updates 

 
96/20 Sapcote/Granitethorpe Quarry 

A report from the Environment Agency had previously been circulated to Members. Mrs 
Wright and the clerk both confirmed they will be attending an update meeting on the 10th 
July 2020. 
 

97/20 Grace Road open space boundary and fencing 
The clerk confirmed that three quotes had now been obtained and that local residents had 
been consulted on their views.  Following discussion, it was decided to defer the decision 
until all options had been explored and to give all members the opportunity to visit the site. 

  
98/20 All Saints School/Cemetery Fencing 

No further communication had been received from the school so this matter was deferred 
until the next meeting. 

 
99/20 Scout Building 

Members were advised that David Wilson Homes were now ready to hand over the building 
to the Parish Council for the Scout group.  The clerk had approached Thomas Flavell & Sons 
(Solicitors) to act on behalf of the Parish Council to complete transfer for the building/land 
and to draw up a lease for the scout group.  The solicitors having previously acted for the 
council.  The estimated cost for this is £1000-£1250.   
RESOLVED to appoint Thomas Flavell & Sons to complete both the land/building transfer 
and the lease with the Scout Group. 

 
100/20 Allotments 

Allotment 7: has been strimmed, treated and rotavated.  It will now be split into two 
allotments and agreements have been made with two new tenants to take them over. 
 
Allotment 19: Community allotment.  Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, work has not started 
on this allotment yet.  It is now in need of strimming to get it to a workable state. 
RESOLVED to support the development of the allotment for the community by having the 
allotment strimmed.  The clerk will liaise with the project leader. 

 
Water: Severn Trent water had been contacted to conduct a survey re the installation of 
water on the site.  The cost of the survey was £141.22 
RESOLVED for Severn Trent Water to complete the survey at a cost of £141.22 

 
Drainage Ditch:  The council has started to investigate a drainage ditch to prevent flooding 
on some allotments and an estimate of costs is being prepared.  It is hoped that this can be 
completed at the same time as the pipe work is laid for the water to minimise disruption. 
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101/20 Delegates Reports 
SRGMC – Recreation Ground Project and Pavilion Extension Update 
New playground equipment has now been ordered and final details are being ironed out.  
Hopefully we should see work starting on this project in a couple of months. 
 
The SRGMC are currently reviewing the Government guidance for reopening playgrounds 
from the 04.07.2020.  As you will appreciate there are a lot of measures that need to be put 
in place to ensure safety and a tight time frame to get measures in place.  Given this it is 
unlikely the playground will open on the 4th July and the SRGMC will work towards opening 
once measures are in place.   
 
We are preparing to open the pavilion for hirers, though we will not be ready to do so on 
4th July. Classes involving physical activities (keep fit, dancing etc.) will not be allowed to 
book. 

 
The Pavilion Extension project is being reviewed following pre application guidance received 
from Historic England, which stated they could not support a project extending the pavilion 
towards the east.  We have gone back to further guidance re extending on other sides, but in 
the meantime the architect is drawing up plans to extend within the current footprint of the 
building. 
 
The clerk explained that under the financial regulations; three quotes needed to be sought 
for the installation of the play equipment and separately the fencing installation.  However 
due to the specialist nature of some of the equipment, the bespoke fencing and 
requirements from Historic England this may prove difficult. 
RESOLVED the Parish Council would waive the need for three quotes, should it be 
necessary, provided that it can be demonstrated that three quotes were sought. 
 
Cemetery 
The clerk suggested that it would be useful to have a Cemetery link councillor to support 
with updates and improvements both in the cemetery and with related paperwork.  
Councillors were asked to consider this and contact the clerk for further information. 

 
102/20 Planning Matters 

Planning applications considered by the Planning group (forwarded on by email to all 
councillors and responses collected) 
 
20/0594/HH 1 Tuckey Close, Sapcote, Leicester LE9 4JY 
Single story side and rear extension, external alterations, erection of boundary walls and 
block paved drive to front.                   
No objection 
 
20?0638/FUL Mill Bank House, Leicester Road, Sapcote, Leics 
Construction of new replacement dwelling including new vehicle access and demolition of 
Mill Bank House.                  
Concerns about access raised as entrance is on the bend.  Clerk to respond to planning. 
 
20/0543/HH 7 Rye Hill Drive, Sapcote, Leics 
Provision of Hardstanding                 
No objection 
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20/0515/FUL Land Rear of Oak Tree Cottage, Hinckley Road, Sapcote, Leics 
Change of use of land to accommodate eight transit pitches and one mobile home for 
warden use and conversion of stable block to form washroom/amenity building (revised 
scheme)           
Objection – previously objected and nothing has changed with this application.  Clerk to 
respond to planning. 
 
Licensing Application 
Mason’s Il Cappo Del Caffe – drinks and cakes.  Fosse Meadows.             
No objection 
 
Blaby District Council planning decisions 
20/0113/FUL Granitethorpe Disused Quarry, Leicester Road, Sapcote   
Refused 
 
20/0514/FUL  Caravan and Castle, Aston Firs, Hinckley, Leicestershire   
Refused 

 
103/20 Finance 

Internal audit 
The Internal audit report was previously circulated to members.  There were two matters 
arising and subsequent recommendations.  All of which have been actioned. 
 
Members noted that the cheques dated 28/03/20 should have been amended to 1/4/20 so 
as to be included in the financial year 2020/21. 
RESOLVED to accept the Audit report and recommendations for 2020/21 
 
NS&I Account 
The clerk confirmed that she would receive all future correspondence for this account. 
 
Cashbook and Bank reconciliation 
RESOLVED to agree the cashbook and bank reconciliation for May and June as previously 
circulated to members. 
 
The following payments were approved (Community Account) 

Date Cheque No/Direct Debit Payee Amount 

01.06.2020 DD Public Loan Works Pavilion  £         3,104.90  

01.06.2020 DD Public Loan Works Cemetery  £            916.30  

15.06.2020 DD BDC – Trade Waste (Apr-Jun  £            192.27  

30.06.2020 Bank Payment J Sparks Wages  £            309.50  

30.06.2020 Bank Payment V Preston Wages  £            500.39  

30.06.2020 Bank Payment J Blackburn Wages  £         1,274.87  

02.07.2020 103093 HMRC - Tax  £            359.48  

02.07.2020 103094 V Howell (STW repayment)  £            141.22  

02.07.2020 103095 LRALC - Training  £              40.00  

02.07.2020 103096 ME Spencer - Audit  £            350.00  

02.07.2020 103097 Phoenix Survey Services Ltd  £            180.00  

02.07.2020 103098 Mason Bro's Ltd (tree stumps)  £            240.00  
02.07.2020 103099 J Blackburn expenses  £              69.73 

02.07.2020 103100 Elm Tree Ground Maintenance £         1,150.00 

02.07.2020 103101 Burnt Oak Development £         1,143.00 
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Members noted the following Income (Money Manager Account) 

Date Source Details Amount 
26.05.2020 Blaby District Council Covid 19 grant £              500.00 

04.06.2020 G Seller  Funeral fees £              610.00 

23.06.2020  Interest £                  2.06 

 
 
104/20 Items for the Next Agenda 
 Sapcote Christmas Tree – arrangements and charity support (Diane Brannan) 
 
105/20 Date of next meeting.   
 Thursday 3rd September 2020 at 7.30pm via Zoom 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..    Date………………………………….  
 Chairman  


