All Saints Church is the oldest standing building in Sapcote and is listed Grade 11. The listed details are as follows:

SP 49 SE SP488931
Church of All Saints -  Church Street (East side)	

Parish church. Mid C14 and C15, restored 1843, re-roofed and clerestory windows restored, 1880; further restored and vestry and organ chamber added by W. Bassett Smith, 1886. Random granite rubble and dressed stone, with ashlar dressings and plain tile and lead roofs. West tower with spire, nave with clerestory, north aisle, north porch, vestry and organ chamber, chancel. C15 west tower, 2 stages, has chamfered plinth and string course, coved eaves, crenellated parapet and 2 diagonal west buttresses with setoffs. Smaller irregular buttresses to east. First stage has to west a restored double lancet in a splayed opening, and above, a chamfered flat headed window. To north, a clock dial inscribed ‘The Hour is Coming’. Second stage has on each side a double lancet bell opening with Y tracery and chamfered reveal. Setback octagonal spire has crocketed finial and weathercock and 2 tiers of crocketed gabled lucarnes with double lancets.  3 bay nave has moulded eaves cornice, coped parapet and gable. North side has 4 cusped double lancet clerestory windows with segmental pointed heads. South side has chamfered plinth and 3 buttresses with setoffs. Off-centre roll moulded C14 doorway with hood mould and C18 plank door. Above it, a blocked window. To its right, a C19 Perpendicular triple lancet with panel tracery. Beyond, on either side, a C19 double lancet, that to left Decorated, that to right Perpendicular, all with hood moulds. North aisle, 4 bays, has coved eaves band and moulded parapet. At each end, a gabled buttress with a cusped headed niche, 3 setoffs. To the east of the porch, 2 C19 Geometrical traceried double lancets with restored hood moulds and mask stops. The west end has a C19 Decorated ogee triple lancet with reticulated tracery, hood mould and mask stops. C19 north porch has chamfered plinth and heavily moulded coped gable with kneelers and finial. Coped and roll moulded doorway with restored hood mould and a pair of late C19 cast iron gates. Plain double chamfered inner doorway, and to east an ogee single lancet, all with hood moulds.   2 bay chancel has coped east gable with a pair of diagonal buttresses, 3 setoffs, and an ogee reticulated C19 triple lancet, with roll moulded mullions and reveal and hood mould. South side has 2 C19 Decorated ogee double lancets with roll moulded mullions and reveals and hood mould, and an off-centre gabled lateral stack. Interior has C15 stilted segmental pointed double chamfered chancel arch with C20 panelled and glazed screen. Nave has 4 bay north arcade, mid C14, with octagonal piers and responds, moulded bases and capitals, and double chamfered arches. South side has a stained glass window by Clare Dawson, 1953. Moulded arch braced queen post roof with traceried spandrels. North aisle has a C13 piscina at the north east corner. East end had a C14 style double chamfered arch with C20 screen and door. Moulded arch braced roof with traceried spandrels and crenellated corbels. Chancel has a double chamfered and rebated C14 arch with round shafts, octagonal capitals and moulded bases. To its left, a squint with a quatrefoil opening. North side has a C19 pointed opening to the organ chamber and a similar doorway with hood mould. To the east, a moulded crocketed aumbrey, restored, with a finial. East end has a traceried panelled oak reredos and an early C20 stained glass window. South side has a C19 cusped ogee double sedilia and stained glass windows, 1898 and 1905. C19 moulded arch braced kingpost roof with tracery panels and arcaded wall plate. Fittings include C11 font with moulded round base and stem and bowl with lobed leaf ornament. C19 openwork traceried pulpit, benches with shaped ends, and brass lectern. C20 panelled stalls and desks. Memorials include 2 marble and slate tablets with crested aprons and scroll tops, 1724 and undated, 2 large Classical marble and slate tablets, 1829 and 1836, 4 mid C19 marble and slate tablets, brass, 1841. Notice referring to bell ringing, 1919.

Strangely, there is no mention of the medieval mass dial on the exterior of the south wall.

So what further information is there about the parish church?

The following is extracted from Rev. H. Whitley’s ‘History of Sapcote’ written in 1853 and 'A History of The Parish Church of All Saints, Sapcote, Leicestershire' by the Rev Douglas W. Tyldesley , M.A. published in 1981 with additional research by Keith Hextall.

Our Parish Church has not always gone under the name of All Saints. The late Rev. Douglas Tyldesley in his 'History of All Saints, Sapcote', written in 1981 was to remark:
"The dedication of Sapcote parish church is All Saints. Accordingly, the Patronal Festival is celebrated on the weekend nearest to All Saints Day (November 1). As a village, Sapcote is unusual in that this and its Wake Sunday do not coincide, for the latter is by ancient custom celebrated on the Sunday following  September 9th. Why this date? It has no significance in the Anglican church calendar. It may be that it is near the date when the church was first dedicated or the original building completed. Clearly, it is a very ancient custom, and its origins may never be discovered."

There is however, documentary evidence that does explain the above.

Nichols writing about Sapcote in his 'History of the Antiquities of Leicestershire' in 1810, says: 
"The Church, dedicated to All Saints is an ancient structure. The feast or wake has always been kept the Sunday next ensuing the beheading of St. John the Baptist; and the local tradition is, that it (The Church) is dedicated  to that saint."

Nichols was correct in his assumption and for the earliest evidence we must go back to the year 1377 and the will of Ralph, last Lord Basset of Sapcote which reads:

In the name of God Amen. On Monday after the feast of the Ascension in the year of Our Lord 1377, I, Ralph Basset of Sapcote, knight, make my will in this wise:
First, I leave my soul to Almighty God, to the blessed Mary and all saints and my body to be buried, if I should die in England, in the newly built chapel of the blessed Mary at Sapcote.
Item: I leave to the chapel of the blessed Mary of Sapcote all my vestments and all my ecclesiastical ornaments as well as one chasuble and one cope of cloth of gold with all apparel which I leave for the service of the high altar of St John the Baptist of Sapcote.
Item: I leave for the use of the church and steeple (bell tower) of Sapcote 10 pounds.
Item: I leave to the three chaplains who are installed for the time being in the choir (cantar) of Sapcote to support and aid the said (stall/choir/cantar) and chapels of each of them 40 shillings.
Item: I leave to the aforesaid choir (cantar) my great cup (ciphum) of maser.

For another reference to the name we must look at Leicestershire Medieval Village Notes compiled by G.F. Farnham. 
In the section on Sapcote we find that up to the Reformation, and at least until 1542, All Saints was known as the church of St. John
.
In a Common Pleas Plea Roll of 1542, in the reign of Henry V111, German Pole, esq., and John Staresmore, esq., v. Peter West, clerk, in a plea that he, together with John, bishop of Lincoln, and George Vincent, esq., permit them to present a suitable parson to the church of St. John of Sapcote, which is void, and the presentation belongs to German and John.  
(Having two people sharing the rights of patronage for a church at the same time was a common occurrence in many places.)

“The Companion to the English Parish Church” by Stephen Friar published in 1996 under the section “Dedication.”states:
“Different dedications were fashionable at different times and in particular areas, and old dedications may have been forgotten, corrupted or changed where no official record has survived. Many dedications were changed during the Middle Ages and the names of more fashionable saints adopted. In such cases it may still be possible to discover an earlier dedication from medieval wills, charters etc.”

It is interesting to note that St. Michael’s Church in Stoney Stanton, was known as the Church of St. Peter in 1312. 

Richard Frampton was Rector and warden in 1535 and one John Borough was warden in at least 1547. It is almost certain that it was he who filled the vacancy mentioned above in 1542 and Nichol’s records that John Boroughe, warden of Sapcote was buried in St Mary’s church Leicester. 

John Borough would have been there to see the assets of the chantry disposed of some seven years later in 1549 and it appears to be after the Reformation that the church changed its dedication. 

In 1549, during the disposal of Church property after the dissolution of the Monasteries, the property owned by "the late Chapel or Chantry of Sapcote" was sold to Edward Pearce & James Wylson of London for £1775-10-2d. Included in the property are lands, messuages & cottages in Sapcote, Stanton, Frollesworth & Leire, together with St Margaret's Guildhall in Leicester; also 5/- rent from a messuage, late of Tho. Hutte & then of Thos. Wightman and "the House & Capital Mansion of the late Chapel or Chantry of Sapcote Co. Leics". The description of "Capital Mansion" applied to the residence of Chantry priests is unusual.

The general plan of the church suggests an origin in Norman times, though only the font survives from this period. 
In 1220 there is a reference to William Basset as Patron of the living. 
The present building was probably erected on existing foundations during the Early English period (1189-1307). The nave was in existence before the chantry chapel was added between 1361 and 1376. The Church seems to have retained much of its ancient character until 1794 when extensive alterations were made.

The Norman Font
The circular bowl is Norman (11th century) and has a diameter of 2 feet 7 inches. The exterior is decorated with repeated patterns described by Pevsner in his Buildings of England series (Leicestershire and Rutland), as "coarse, many-lobed upright leaves and other plant shapes of uncommon design". 

The font has had a chequered history. Nichols noted, that in 1794, the curious old font was removed. ‘It now stands in the church-yard, under one of the spouts, for the purpose of catching the rain-water; and a modern one, of Mansfield stone, was put up in its stead.’
It is the new font which is illustrated in Nichols' "History of Leicestershire" under Sparkenhoe Hundred, published in 1810. The old font was removed to the Rectory garden and from there to the church tower. In 1842 it was sent to London to be restored. On its return it was set on a pedestal in the church in the main aisle opposite the south door, where it remained until it was transferred to its present position near the north door in 1886. There is a reference to the font in 1882 in the Supplement to the Leicester Mercury of Saturday, July 22nd. 
“With regard to the Norman font, it is noted that a charwoman rubbeth the poor font sedulously with hearthstone”.

The Nave
The nave is 54 feet in length, its breadth, measuring from the North to the South door, 211/2 feet, the breadth of the aisle, 15 feet, in all, 361/2 feet.
The nave had an entire new roof, both timber and lead in 1779.
The walls of the nave are of local pink granite, with ashlar-faced buttresses of brown-green sandstone. The centre of the roof can be seen to be further from the north wall of the nave than from the south wall. The most likely explanation would seem to be that there was an original south wall in the space now occupied by the south buttresses and the composition of the buttresses suggests this.

The South Doorway appears from the stonework to be from c.1380-1400, so this presumably is when the south wall was moved inwards. Probably at this time the nave was heightened and a parapet added (note the change in the size of stones in the north wall of the nave). On the west wall of the nave, against the tower, may be seen the lines of earlier roofs of different pitch. A new window, now blocked up, was inserted above the south door in 1792 to assist in lighting a gallery.

A medieval Mass Dial may be seen on an external buttress on the south side of the church. This was  a primitive sun-dial into whose hole a stick may still be placed to cast a shadow on the lines, marking times for services.

The North Aisle.
The north aisle began as a Chantry Chapel erected by Ralph, Lord Basset of Sapcote, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary and attached to the north side of the church between 1361-1376.  Originally, there were four windows lighting up the chapel, one facing east, one facing west and two facing north. The clerestory windows would also have been inserted at this time, making the church much lighter than it is today.
On the exterior stonework of the windows are male and female heads that are most probably representations of members of the Basset family. Higher up are two niches where the statues of the Virgin Mary would have been placed.
In the windows at the east and west end of the north aisle as late as 1789 were some remains of ancient stained glass. These fragments were taken out but later recovered by the Rev. J. Bickersteth (1837-55), who had them replaced in the eastern window of the aisle. Originally the coats of arms of the Bassets were in every window of the Church, but only this single coat of arms formed from the fragments remained, being there until 1886, when the vestry was extended outwards using the window as the entrance from the aisle. It is not known what happened to the stained glass. Removing this window made the church much darker. 

In 1794, when major building work took place, the old flat lead-covered roof was removed and the roof raised and covered with Swithland slates. By raising the roof, the four clerestory windows were blocked up. The whole church was plastered over at this period, the stone mullions and tracery in the windows and the carved oak stalls were removed.
The arcade of pillars and arches in the Perpendicular style was formed when the chantry chapel was added: the capitals of the three piers incorporate a “padstone” which originally would have supported the main beams of the chantry roof and can now be clearly seen. 
In 1880 the north aisle roof was lowered to some extent and the clerestory windows were partially re-opened, though, as may be seen from inside, the lower third is still walled up. There is an Aumbrey or cupboard for locking up the vessels in the north wall of the north aisle (chantry chapel).

The Memorial Stone Slab at the east end of the north aisle (chantry chapel) is eight feet long and of Purbeck stone. It is believed to mark the grave of Lord Ralph Basset, founder of the Chantry, who died in 1378.

The Chancel
The chancel was “restored and neatly re-built” in 1843. The fourteenth century squint or hagioscope piercing the north side of the chancel arch is an early and unusual feature of the church. It is four feet six inches in length and was formed to allow a view of the sanctuary and communion table from the chantry chapel. There is a piscina or stone bowl for washing the vessels for Holy Communion, complete with water drain hole, in the south wall of the sanctuary. An aumbrey or cupboard for locking up the vessels is situated in the north wall of the sanctuary. The double sedilia, or stone seats, to be seen in the south wall of the sanctuary are nineteenth century replacements of the two ancient seats mentioned in Nichols.

The Tower
The tower is sixty feet in height and appears to be slightly later than the body of the church, as it is formed of cut stones instead of the earlier rubble infilling. It appears to be of the Decorated period and the structure of tower and spire indicates that they were erected together. The spire was damaged in a heavy gale of wind 14 March, 1757 and 16ft had to be rebuilt.
The will of Lord Ralph Basset of Sapcote, who died in 1377 gives the first mention of a tower and steeple.
Item: I leave for the use of the church and steeple (bell tower) of Sapcote 10 pounds.

The weather cock was replaced in 1909, the old one being suitably inscribed, is preserved in the vestry.


Stained Glass
The Four Evangelists Windows in the south wall of the chancel are in memory of the Meyrick family and are of late 19th and early 20th century date.
The East Window was inserted in 1919 replacing one of 1843. The window is in memory of the Rev Alfred George Lound, Rector of All Saints for thirty six years. The central figure is of Jesus Christ with the invitation “Come unto Me”. The side figures are the apostle John (with quill pen) and the woman with the box of ointment, generally identified with Mary Magdalene and texts “He is the propitiation of our sins” and “Thy sins are forgiven thee.” The lower part of the window is obscured by the reredos fitted in 1937.
The Good Shepherd Window in the south wall of the nave is by Eva Hine, and was given in memory of Thomas Henry Wood, Churchwarden, who died in 1899 aged 40, by his widow Dorcas. It was erected in 1953 and features the Good Shepherd, the Last Supper, Noah’s Ark, and Abraham and Isaac. Above, are symbols of the Gospel Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion, also of five other “states of life”.

The Organ
An organ was introduced into the church in 1837, and placed in the Gallery. The organ replaced an orchestra in leading the music.
In 1899 the present organ, by J. Porritt of Leicester, was purchased. In 1935, an electric blower was installed. A plaque on the organ reads: “The electric blower was installed in this organ in September 1935 on the initiative of Cecil Brown, Organist of this church 1907-1949.”

The Registers
The earliest register dates from 1564.

The Church Clock
The clock was presented in 1791 by Mrs Mary Frewen and was the work of Samuel Dalton of Rugby. Originally, it had a square dial and only one hand. In 1852 the clock was given a round dial and the mechanism was modified to enable a minute hand to be added. At this time the text from John ch.5 v.25 was added: “The hour is coming”. To celebrate the millennium, the clock was restored, a new dial made and the mechanism electrified.

The Porch
The former wooden porch was demolished  in 1840 and replaced by one of stone,  this was rebuilt in 1886. 


The Bells
Before 1611 there were only three bells, but in that year the great bell broke and was re-cast into two. The catastrophe was duly chronicled on the cover of the register as follows:-
“The great Bell of Sapcot was broke on ye feaste day of St Michaell 1611, and cast into two bells, on the ninth day of Novembar ye same, and hunge up on the ………..”

Also in the register we read:-
“The bells of Sapcoate were newly hunge in a newe frame, the x1th day of Auguste, in the yeare of our Lord 1621 ………”

 The bells were re-hung in August 1721, and again in 1809, when the broken second bell was re-cast. In 1895, two new bells were added, the smallest of the four re-cast and all were re-hung on steel girders. The total remained at six until 1970, when two further bells were added. In November 1977, Sapcote became one of only two villages in the county to have a ring of ten bells, when two more were donated by the Head Ringer, Michael Brown. The oldest bell is the Tenor which carries the inscription: Thomas Newcombe of Leicester made mee 1611.

In 1853 the Rev. H. Whitley reported:-
“It is the custom in this village, as in many others, for the ringers to practise every week for one hour. Monday evening from 7 to 8, is the time chosen for this purpose at Sapcote, though, of course, local circumstances sometimes render the alteration of the hour necessary. Of all the offices which a church bell is made to perform, that of knolling for the dead is the most solemn. When any one dies in this parish, if a male, three strokes are repeated three times, then the bell is rung in the usual manner for a few minutes, and ceases after the thrice three strokes have been again given. If the deceased person be a female, two strokes only are given, but repeated the same number of times:- viz., three times two 

The Communion Plate
(N)
1765
Dec. 31, 1765, the communion-plate was stolen out of the church; after which, pewter only was used until about the year 1797, when a complete set of silver plate was presented to the parish by Mrs. Mary Frewen (which is now kept in the rectory-house), consisting of a flagon, chalice, patten, and plate; upon each of which is the following inscription:

“Dei Gloriae,et servito altaris sui in parochiali ecclesia de Sapcote, in comitat’ Leicestrens’, me cabat Maria Frewen, anno Domini 1800."

The Kings Arms
1794
The king’s arms, elegantly painted and framed, the Lord’s prayer, the Apostles Creed, and the ten commandments, all handsomely framed, were  put up.

The Lychgate was built as a War Memorial In 1947. It bears the Leicester Diocesan coat of arms and Biblical texts “Come ye apart and rest awhile” on entering and “Depart in Peace” on leaving. Two of the stone blocks bear mason’s marks, following ancient custom.




